
AP Exams – Quick Facts Sheet 
 
By taking the AP English course offered at Upper St. Clair high school, students have the option to take the 
AP Literature exam, the AP Language exam, or both exams during the first two weeks in May. The following 
Quick Facts Sheet is designed to provide you with important information about both AP exams offered in the 
English domain. However, feel free to browse the AP College Board official website 
(http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com) for additional information.  

 
The Advanced Placement program was established by the College Board in 1955. AP exams are written by 
a committee of eight English teachers (4 male and 4 female, 4 AP teachers and 4 college English 
professors, geographically and ethnically representative). 
 
 
AP Literature Exam 
 
Exam format:   2 sections; 3 hours  
 
Section 1: Multiple Choice (1 hour) 45% of total score 
 

 4 selections from literature ranging from sixteenth century to twentieth century  
 2 poetry passages 
 2 prose passages  
 approximately 50-60 questions  
 1 passage has at least 15 questions and is reused on future exams 
 No historical/philosophical background knowledge required  
 Familiarity with classical mythology and more popular passages of the Old and New Testaments 

(Questions about religious texts are based on literary, not doctrinal issues). 
 Familiarity with literary terms required  

 
Section 2:  Essays– all analytical (2 hours) 55% of total score  
 

 1 poetry prompt –  (1 short poem, an excerpt from a long poem, or compare/contrast two short  
                                     poems) 

 
 1 prose prompt – (passage from a novel, complete short story, history, philosophical writing,  

                                         sermons, journals, letters, biographies, autobiographies, or literary  
                                         criticisms) 
 

 1 open-ended prompt – (broad open-ended question; student must choose appropriate work of  
                                              literature and respond) 
 

AP Language (ALL PROSE – NO POETRY)! 
 
Exam format:  2 sections; 3 hours 15 minutes 
 
Section 1:  Multiple Choice (1 hour) 45% of total score  
 

 4-5 prose selections from literature ranging from sixteenth century to twentieth century  
 approximately 50-60 questions  
 1 passage has at least 15 questions and is reused on future exams 
 No historical/philosophical background knowledge required  
 Familiarity with classical mythology and more popular passages of the Old and New Testaments 

(Questions about religious texts are based on literary, not doctrinal issues). 
 Familiarity with literary terms required 

 



Section 2:   Essays (2 hours 15 minutes) 55% of total score 
 

 1 prose prompt – analytical- (passage from a novel, complete short story, history,  
                                                    philosophical writing, sermons, journals, letters, biographies,  
                                                    autobiographies, and literary criticisms) 
 

 1 argumentative prompt (excerpt, quotation, passage; defend, challenge, refute, support claim) 
 

 1 synthesis essay – (new 2007; 15 extra minutes reading time allotted; students build an  
                                             argument using various sources for support; research and documentation  
                                             skills) 
 
Scoring   The following chart is taken from the official AP Central College Board website  

     (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/exam/about-exams/1994.html#name/) which  
     contains links with more detailed information. Please visit the website for further information.  

 
Grading Meaning 

5 Extremely well qualified 
4 Well qualified 
3 Qualified 
2 Possibly qualified 
1 No recommendation 

 
Grades are determined in the following ways: 

 The multiple choice answer sheets are scored by a computer.  
 The free-response questions are scored at the annual AP Reading by Readers.  
 The composite score is calculated.  
 The composite score is converted to an AP grade.  

 
The following information is taken from the works consulted: 
 Casson, Allan. Cliffs APEnglish Literature and Composition 2nd ed. New York: IDGBooks Worldwide,  

Inc., 2001. 
  Murphy, Barbara and Estelle Rankin. 5 Steps to a 5 AP English Literature. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2002.  
 
Multiple choice = 45% of total score 

 1 point = correct answer 
 0 points = omitted answer 
 - 0.25 points = incorrect answer 
 total score converted to equal 45% of 150, or 67.5 points 
 55 multiple choice questions –each point in raw score multiplied by 1.227  

 
Essay = 55% of total score 

 Each essay is graded on a scale of 9 points (yellow rubric) 
 Each point on the essay raw score is multiplied by 3.055 
 Total points for essay portion 0-27 points 

 
The chief reader determines where the scale will be divided to determine final scores of 1-5. 
The ranges that determine the final 1-5 scale change every year, but a reasonable assumption would be: 
 

5 = 100-150 
4 = 86-99 
3= 67-85 


