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Mrs. Despines’ Suggested Selections for Summer Reading 2014 

So many books and so few summer vacation days!  

 

 

v In addition to this annotated Summer Reading List, you may want to check out the web 
sites below for lots of other book suggestions.   

v If you want summaries of potential summer reads, remember to use the Township 
Library’s online database Novelist (fiction).  See next page for directions. 

v If books are not available at the USC High School Library or the USC Township Library, you 
can request them through the EINETWORK CATALOG via the Township Library online card 
catalog.  See next page for directions. 

1. Classroom Connections: Books under 200 Pages by Leeper, Angela 
 http://booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=4844276&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1 
 
2. Booklists & Book Awards   http://www.ala.org/yalsa/bookawards/booklists/members 
 
3. Best Fiction Books for Young Adults  http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/bbya 
 
4. Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults   http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/poppaper 
 
5. Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers  http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/quickpicks 
 
6. 2012 Teens’ Top Ten Nominations  http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten 
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Accessing the Using Novelist (for fiction book suggestions) 

	  
	  
	  
	  
Novelist (fiction titles) is a database that can help you find books based on your interests.  It provides, author 
information, book summaries, professional book reviews, first chapters, and related reads. If you like a 
particular author, Novelist can direct you to other authors with the same style (Author Read-Alikes).  Please 
note: sometimes book reviews will reveal the ending of a book!  If you don’t like to know the ending…don’t 
read the reviews!   
 

ü Go to the Township Library’s web page http://www.twpusc.org/library/library-home 
You will need the barcode number from your TOWNSHIP LIBRARY CARD! 

ü Scroll down and click “e-Info: The 24/7 Library” on the left sidebar. 
ü Click “Access PA Power Library” under the “Online magazines & newspapers” 

heading 
ü Click “Books and Reading” and then NOVELIST. 
ü Follow the directions and enter the barcode number on your Township Library card. If you 

need to use your password, it is the last 4 digits of your phone number.                                                                   

Here is what NOVELIST’s main page looks like.  If you need help searching, click the HELP button and look at 
the left side bar under SEARCHING.  Try limiting your search to TEEN on the left sidebar. 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP 
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Accessing and Using EINETWORK CATALOG via the Township Library online card catalog.   

To check if the USC Township Library has the book you want (or another nearby Allegheny County 
library), go to the Township Library’s online book catalog, The Catalog.  To access The Catalog, go 
to the Township Library’s web page (http://www.twpusc.org/library/library-home) and enter your 
search in the CATALOG QUICK SEARCH AREA. 
 

 
 
Once you are into The Catalog, you can search within USC Library or any or all EINETWORK libraries.  
You can do an ADVANCED SEARCH as well.  

 
If the library has your title, you will see the record of it.  From this screen you can get the call 
number of the book, its location in the library, and if it’s on the shelf or checked out.  If the book has 
been checked out, you can change the location and see if the book is 
available Mt. Lebanon or Bethel Park libraries, or any other library that 
you can physically get to.  Or, you can REQUEST the book on the right 
side bar.  
 
You will need your library card barcode number and the last four digits  
of your phone number (or whatever PIN number you created 
previously).  The library will notify you once the book is ready for you. 
 
If you scroll down, you will see what libraries carry the book, book reviews, and sometimes the first 
chapter. 
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YALSA's Teen Book Finder App   

Check out the Young Adult Library Services Association’s new app---YALSA's Teen Book 
Finder at http://www.ala.org/yalsa/products/teenbookfinder 

YALSA's Teen Book Finder is a free app to help teens, parents, librarians and library staff, educators, 
and anyone who loves YA literature access to the past three years' of YALSA's awards and lists on 
their smartphone. 

App features include: 

• a homepage featuring three titles from the database, refreshed each day 
• the ability to search for books by author, title, award/list year, genre, by award, and by 

booklist 
• a Find It! button, powered by the OCLC WorldCat Search API, that will show users where to 

find the book in a nearby library 
• a Favorites button, to create an individualized booklist 
• the ability to share books from the Teen Book Finder on Twitter and Facebook 
• An Android version of the app is planned for later in 2013. 

Remarkable Teens 

Ackermann, Joan. In the Space Left Behind.  2007. Fifteen-year-old  Colm embarks on a cross-country journey with 
the father who abandoned him as a child.  Available at USC. 
 
Anderson, Jodi Lynn.  Peaches (Three teenaged girls from very different backgrounds, thrown together to pick 
peaches in a Georgia orchard, spend a summer in pursuit of the right boy, the truest of friends, and the perfect 
peach.), The Secrets of Peaches (Three teenaged girls, brought together one summer at a peach orchard, have their 
friendship put to the test when the season ends.), and Love & Peaches (After their freshman year at different 
universities, Birdie, Leeda, and Murphy return to Bridgewater, Georgia, for one last summer at the peach orchard 
where they became best friends, and where they now face secrets, doubts, and new responsibilities.).  Available at 
USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  The Wintergirls. 2009. As she struggles with anorexia, 18-year-old Lia comes to terms with 
her best friend's death from the same disorder. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Andrews, Jesse. Me and Earl and the dying girl. 2012. Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of 
every social group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any friends, but his life changes when his mother 
forces him to befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has leukemia. Available via EINETWORK 
CATALOG. 
 
Balliett, Blue. Hold fast. 2013. When her father disappears without a trace, Early and her mother and brother are 
forced to flee their apartment and join the ranks of the homeless. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Barztz-Logsted, Lauren. Crazy Beautiful.   2009.  In this contemporary retelling of "Beauty and the Beast," a teenage 
boy whose hands were amputated in an explosion and a gorgeous girl whose mother has recently died form an 
instant connection when they meet on their first day as new students.   Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Bauer, Joan. Rules of the road.  2005. Sixteen-year-old Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of 
successful shoe stores from Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire, and along the 
way Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face her alcoholic father. Available at USCHS 
& USC. 
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Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Bechard, Margaret.  Hanging on to Max.  2002.  When his girlfriend decides to give their baby away, seventeen-year-
old Sam is determined to keep him and raise him alone. Available at USCHS. 

Bowers, Laura. Beauty Shop for Rent.  2007. Raised by a great-grandmother and a bunch of beauty shop 
buddies, fourteen-year-old Abbey resolves to overcome her unhappy childhood and disillusionment with the 
mother who deserted her. Available at USC. 

Brashares, Ann.  The sisterhood of the traveling pants.  2001.  Four best girlfriends spend the biggest summer of 
their lives enchanted by a magical pair of pants. Available at USCHS & USC. Sequels: The second summer of the 
sisterhood and Girls in pants: the third summer of the Sisterhood. 

Brian, Kate. Lucky T. 2005. With perfect looks, athletic talent, and a cute boyfriend on her arm, Carrie know she is a 
very lucky girl, but when her mother donates her special t-shirt to a charity in a foreign country and her luck begins 
to sour, there is nothing Carrie won't do toget it back. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Cameron, Peter. Someday this pain will be useful to you. 2007.  Eighteen-year-old James, living in New York City with 
his older sister and divorced mother, struggles to find a direction for his life. Available at USCHS and via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Carter, Alden R.  Up Country. 1989. When his mother's drinking problem causes him to spend several months with 
country relatives in upstate Wisconsin, sixteen-year-old Carl begins to build a new life for himself, only to see it 
threatened by a serious mistake from his painful past. Available at USCHS. 
 
Castellucci, Cecil.  Boy Proof.  2005.  Feeling alienated from everyone around her, Los Angeles high school senior and 
cinephile Victoria Denton hides behind the identity of a favorite movie character until an interesting new boy arrives 
at school and helps her realize that there is more to life than just the movies. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK 
CATALOG.  
 
Choldenko, Gennifer.  If a tree falls at lunch period. 2007.  Kirsten and Walk, seventh-graders at an elite private 
school, alternate telling how race, wealth, weight, and other issues shape their relationships as they and other misfits 
stand up to a mean but influential classmate, even as they are uncovering a long-kept secret about themselves. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Chow, Cara. Bitter Melon. 2010. With the encouragement of one of her teachers, a Chinese American high school 
senior asserts herself against her demanding, old-school mother and carves out an identity for herself in late 1980s 
San Francisco. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Clark, Catherine. Wish You Were Here. 2008. On a free-wheeling bus tour of the West with assorted family members, 
senior citizens galore, and one boy her age, sixteen-year-old Ariel writes postcards to her maybe- boyfriend and 
others while trying to cope with the effects of her parents' divorce.  Available at USCHS and via the EINETWORK 
CATALOG. 

Czech, Jan M. Grace Happens. 2005. The daughter of a famous actress, fifteen-year-old Grace has never known the 
identity of her father, but she hopes to find some answers while spending the summer at her mother's childhood 
home on Martha's Vineyard. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Dessen, Sarah.  Lock and key : a novel. 2008. When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior 
Ruby winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and learns about Cora's new life, what 
makes a family, how to allow people to help her when she needs it, and that she too has something to offer others. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Dessen, Sarah. What Happened to Goodbye. 2011. Following her parents' bitter divorce as she and her father move 
from town to town, seventeen-year-old Mclean reinvents herself at each school she attends until she is no longer sure 
she knows who she is or where she belongs. Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Dogar, Sharon.  Waves. 2007. Hal feels eerily connected to his comatose older sister as she hovers between 
life and death in a hospital. He believes she is trying to communicate with him as he tries to solve the 
mystery of her accident. Available at USCHS and via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Dorfman, Ariel. Burning City. 2005.  Sixteen-year-old Heller Highland, who is living with his grandparents while his 
parents are away, burns rubber across Manhattan delivering bad news by bicycle, and as a summer heat wave melts 
the city, he is struck by first love. Available at USCHS. 

Fleischman, Paul.  Whirligig.  1998.  While traveling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of 
the girl whose death he causes, sixteen-year-old Brian finds forgiveness and atonement. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Fox, Janet.  Faithful.  2010. In 1904, sixteen-year-old Maggie Bennet's father tears her away from their elegant  
Newport, Rhode Island, home on an ill-advised excursion to Yellowstone in Montana to look for her mother, who has 
disappeared and is presumed dead, and once there, she finds herself drawn to the son of a park geologist, and to the 
wild beauty of Yellowstone itself.  Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Friesner, Esther. Tempting Fate. 2006. After landing a summer job with the Divine Relief Temp Agency, 
teenaged Ilana finds herself substituting for the Greek mythological goddesses, the Fates, who spin, 
measure, and cut the life-threads of every human being. Available at USCHS. 
 
Going, Kelly.  Fat kid rules the world.  2003.  Seventeen-year-old Troy, depressed, suicidal, and weighing nearly 300 
pounds, gets a new perspective on life when a homeless teenager who is a genius on guitar wants Troy to be the 
drummer in his rock band. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Green, John. The fault in our stars. 2012. Sixteen-year-old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted her 
terminal diagnosis until a chance meeting with a boy at cancer support group forces her to reexamine her perspective 
on love, loss, and life. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG.     
 
Hall, Barbara. Tempo Change.  2009.  Sixteen-year-old Blanche forms a band that wins a spot at Coachella, a 
southern California music festival, where she hopes to reconnect with her father, a famous but reclusive musician 
who left when she was six years old.   Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.     
 
Herbsman, Cheryl.  Breathing.  2009. With a new boyfriend, asthma attacks that come when least expected, and a 
pesky younger brother, fifteen-year-old Savannah's summer vacation takes many unexpected twists and turns.  
Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Hogan, Mary.  Serious Kiss. 2005. Relates the angst-ridden life of fourteen-year-old Libby Madrigal as she tries to deal 
with her unhappily married alcoholic father and overeating mother, moving to a new town, and finding the perfect 
boy to "seriously" kiss. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Hogan, Mary. Susanna Sees Stars. 2007. Eager to launch her career as a celebrity journalist, fifteen-year-old 
Susanna is excited at the prospect of being a summer intern at Scene magazine but soon discovers that her real job 
is to be a personal assistant, not a reporter, and that she must find her own way to prove her journalistic talents. 
Available at USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG.  Sequel: Susanna Hits Hollywood available at USCHS. 
 
Hughes, Mark Peter. Lemonade Mouth. 2007. A disparate group of high school students thrown together in 
detention form a band to play at a school talent show and end up competing with a wildly popular local rock 
band. Available at USCHS and the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Johnson, Maureen. The key to the Golden Firebird : a novel. 2004.  As three teenaged sisters struggle to cope with 
their father's sudden death, they find they must reexamine friendships, lifelong dreams, and their relationships with 
each other and their father. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Johnson, Maureen. 13 Little Blue Envelopes. 2005. When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious 
envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that 
transforms her life.  Available at USCHS. 



 7 

Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Johnson, Maureen. The last little blue envelope. 2011. Sequel to 13 Little Blue Envelopes . Seventeen-year-old Ginny 
Blackstone precipitously travels from her home in New Jersey to London when she receives a message from an 
unknown man telling her he has the letters that were stolen just before she completed a series of mysterious tasks 
assigned by her now dead aunt, an artist. Available USC. 

Joyce Carol Oates. Big Mouth and Ugly Girl.  2002. When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely accused of threatening to 
blow up his high school and his friends turn against him, an unlikely classmate comes to his aid. Available at USC. 

Juby, Susan. Alice, I think. 2003.  Fifteen-year-old Alice keeps a diary as she struggles to cope with the 
embarrassments and trials of family, dating, school, work, small town life, and aserious case of "outcastitis." Available 
at USCHS & USC. 
 
King,  A.S. Everybody Sees the Ants. 2011. Overburdened by his parents' bickering and a bully's attacks, fifteen-year-
old Lucky Linderman begins dreaming of being with his grandfather, who went missing during the Vietnam War, but 
during a visit to Arizona, his aunt and uncle and their beautiful neighbor, Ginny, help him find a new perspective. 
Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Kirby, Jessi. In Honor. 2012. Three days after she learns that her brother Finn died serving in Iraq, Honor receives a 
letter from him asking her to drive his car from Texas to California for a concert, and when his estranged best friend 
shows up suddenly and offers to accompany her, they set off on a road trip that reveals much about all three of 
them. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Komaiko, Leah. Malibu Carmie. 2005.  When thirteen-year-old Carmie discovers that her divorced mother, who suffers 
from Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, was once a well-known Malibu surfer, she reevaluates the way she views her mother 
and herself.  Available at USCHS & USC. 

Konigsburg, E.L. The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place. 2004.  Upon leaving an oppressive summer camp, twelve-year-
old Margaret Rose Kane spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her grand uncles have been building 
in their back yard for over forty years.  Available at USCHS & USC. 

Korman, Gordon. The Juvie three. 2008. Gecko, Arjay, and Terence, all in trouble with the law, must find a way to 
keep their halfway house open in order to stay out of juvenile detention. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Koss, Amy Goldman. The Not-So-Great Depression.  2010.  Jackie, a ninth-grader, does not understand when her 
teacher talks about unemployment and recession, until her mother loses her job and Jackie cannot buy the things she 
wants. Available at USCHS & USC.     
 
Landalf, Helen. Flyaway. 2011. Seattle fifteen-year-old Stevie Calhoun does not realize how bad her life is until her 
mother leaves and Stevie must move in with annoyingly perfect Aunt Mindy for a summer, filling her days with being 
tutored and volunteering at a bird rehabilitation center. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Lenhard, Elizabeth.  Chicks with Sticks: It’s a Purl Thing. 2005. Four teenage girls from very different social cliques at 
their progressive Chicago high school become friends after forming a knitting club. Book 2: Knit Two Together; Book 
3: Knitwise.  Available at USCHS and USC.                                                                                                  

Levithan, David. Every day. Aug 2012. Known to him/herself only as "A," the narrator of this philosophically 
electrifying novel wakes up every morning in the body of a different person. This constant, inexplicable change -- A is 
usually around the same age but has experienced different genders, ethnicities, personality types, etc. -- has made A 
unusually circumspect, mature, and careful not to alter anything that would impact the lives of those whose bodies 
s/he's inhabited. It makes for a lonely existence...until A falls in love with a girl named Rhiannon and breaks those 
rules, just to see her again. -- Description by Ellen Foreman.  Available at USC.                                                                       
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Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Lubar, David. Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie: A Novel. 2005.  While navigating his first year of high school and 
awaiting the birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his 
skills as a writer. Available at USCHS and USC. 
 
Mackel, Kathryn. Boost. 2008. Thirteen-year-old Savvy's dreams of starting for her elite basketball team are 
in danger when she is accused of taking steroids. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Manus, Maria.  Gamer Girl.  2008.  Struggling to fit in after her parents' divorce sends her from Boston to her 
grandmother's house in the country, sixteen-year-old Maddy forms a manga club at school and falls in love through 
an online fantasy game. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Moore, Wes. Discovering Wes Moore. 2012. Through the telling of events from his own life, Wes Moore (author of the 
bestselling adult title The Other Wes Moore)  explores the issues that separate success and failure. He also 
counterpoints his story with another man, someone who shared the same name, was almost the same age, grew up 
fatherless in a similar Baltimore neighborhood, but is serving a life sentence for murder. Compelled to write to the 
other Wes, the author was surprised to receive a reply. And so began a friendship, as letters turned into visits and the 
two men got to know one another. This compelling story about the challenges of growing up and the responsibility 
for the choices we make, is sure to inspire.  Available at USC.  
 
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert.  Off Season. 2007. High school junior D.J. staggers under the weight of caring for 
her badly injured brother, her responsibilities on the dairy farm, a changing relationship with her friend 
Brian, and her own athletic aspirations. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. Dairy Queen.  2007. After spending her summer running the family farm and training the 
quarterback for her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not 
anticipating the reactions of those around her. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Murphy, Rita.  Harmony.  2002.  Found as a baby by an old farm couple in the Tennessee mountains, Harmony has 
always been different, but when she begins developing special powers, she wants nothing more than to be ordinary. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 

Myers, Walter Dean. Monster.  1999.  Steve Harmon is accused of being an accomplice to murder.  He creates a 
screenplay of his wrenching experiences at the crime scene, in jail, and on trial. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Myracle, Lauren. Bliss.  2008. Having grown up in a California commune, Bliss sees her aloof grandmother's Atlanta 
world as a foreign country, but she is determined to be nice as a freshman at an elite high school, which makes her 
the perfect target for Sandy, a girl obsessed with the occult.  Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Nolan, Han. Crazy. 2010.  Fifteen-year-old loner Jason struggles to hide father's declining mental condition after his 
mother's death, but when his father disappears he must confide in the other members of a therapy group he has 
been forced to join at school. Available at USCHS and the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Oliver, Lauren. Before I Fall. 2010. After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives the day of her death over 
and over again until, on the seventh day, she finally discovers a way to save herself.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Omololu, C.J. Dirty Little Secrets.  2010.  When her unstable mother dies unexpectedly, sixteen-year-old Lucy must 
take control and find a way to keep the long-held secret of her mother's compulsive hoarding from being revealed to 
friend neighbors, and especially the media.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Perkins, Lynne Rae. Criss Cross. 2005.  Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and 
feelings, question their identities, connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love. Available 
at USC. 
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Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Philbin, Joanna. The Daughters.    2010.  In New York City, three fourteen-year-old best friends who are all daughters 
of celebrities watch out for each other as they try to strike a balance between ordinary high school events and 
celebrity family functions.   Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Roy, Jennifer. Mindblind. 2010. Fourteen-year-old Nathaniel Clark, who has Asperger's Syndrome, tries to prove that 
he is a genius by writing songs for his rock band, so that he can become a member of the prestigious Aldus Institute, 
the premier organization for the profoundly gifted. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Rushton, Rosie. The Dashwood Sisters: Secrets of Love. 2005. A celebration of friendship, sisterhood, and true love 
follows the Dashwood sisters--practical Ellie, drama queen Abby, and tomboy Georgie--as they share their romantic 
woes and mishaps. Available at USCHS and the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Sachar, Louis.  The Cardturner.  2010. Alton Richards doesn't have much going for him the summer after his junior 
year of high school and his parents insist he drive his wealthy, elderly uncle to his bridge club and be his cardturner. 
Alton soon finds himself intrigued by his uncle, by the game of bridge, and by pretty and shy Toni Castaneda. As the 
summer goes on, he tries to figure out the meaning of his life. Available at USCHS and USC. 
 
Sachar, Louis. Small Steps. 2006. Three years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is trying hard to 
keep his life on track, but when his old pal X-Ray shows up with a tempting plan to make some easy money scalping 
concert tickets, Armpit reluctantly goes along. Available at USCHS and USC. 
 
Sebold, Alice.  The lovely bones : a novel. 2002.  Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon, the victim of a sexual assault and 
murder, looks on from the afterlife as her family deals with their grief, and waits for her killer to be brought to some 
type of justice. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Shusterman, Neal.  Antsy does time. 2008. Fourteen-year-old Anthony "Antsy" Bonano learns about life, death, and a 
lot more when he tries to help a friend with a terminal illness feel hopeful about the future.  Sequel to The Schwa Was 
Here.  Available via EINETWORK CATALOG.  

Shusterman, Neal. The Schwa Was Here. 2004. A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an 
"invisible-ish" boy who is tired of blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by nearly everyone. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 

Smith, Jennifer. The Statistical Probability of Love at First Sight. 2012. Seventeen-year-old Hadley's father is getting 
remarried, and while Hadley is (much) less than thrilled about it, she's traveling to England to be a part of his 
wedding. After missing her flight to London by just four minutes, Hadley gets rebooked on another flight...where she 
meets Oliver. -- Description by Ellen Foreman.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Zen and the art of faking it. 2007.  When thirteen-year-old San Lee moves to a new town and 
school for the umpteenth time, he is looking for a way to stand out when his knowledge of Zen Buddhism, gained in 
his previous school, provides the answer, and the need to quickly become a convincing Zen master. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 
 
Spinelli, Jerry.  Love, Stargirl. 2007. Still moping months after being dumped by her Arizona boyfriend Leo, fifteen-
year-old Stargirl, a home-schooled free spirit, writes "the world's longest letter" to Leo, describing her new life in 
Pennsylvania.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher.  Shabanu : daughter of the wind.  1989.  Eleven-year old Shabanu, the daughter of a nomad 
in the Cholistan Desert of present-day Pakistan, is pledged in marriage to an older man whose money will bring 
prestige to the family, and must either accept the decision, as is the custom, or risk the consequences of defying her 
father's wishes. Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Remarkable Teens Con’t 

Stein, Tammar. Light Years: A Novel. 2005. Light years: a novel.  Maya Laor leaves her home in Israel to study 
astronomy at the University of Virginia after the tragic death of her boyfriend in a suicide bombing. Available via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Stork, Fransisco. Marcelo in the Real World. 2009. Marcelo Sandoval, a seventeen-year-old boy on the high-
functioning end of the autistic spectrum, faces new challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to 
work for his father in the mailroom of a corporate law firm. Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Strohmeyer, Sarah. Smart Girls Get What They Want. 2012. Three sophomore best friends use their brains--and their 
wits--to find happiness in high school. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Sue Monk Kidd. Secret life of bees. 2002. After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults 
the three biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are 
taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters.  Available at USCHS and USC. 

Tashjian, Janet.  The gospel according to Larry.  2003.  Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to 
make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is receiving 
national attention. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Tashjian, Janet. Vote for Larry. 2004. Not yet eighteen years old, Josh, a.k.a. Larry, comes out of hiding and returns to 
public life, this time to run for President as an advocate for issues of concern to youth and to encourage voter turnout.  
Available USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Vivian, Siobhan.  Same difference. 2009. Feeling left out since her long-time best friend started a serious relationship, 
sixteen-year-old Emily looks forward to a summer program at the Philadelphia College of Art but is not sure she is up 
to the challenges to be faced there, including finding herself and learning to balance life and art. Available USCHS & 
the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Vivian, Siobhan. A Little Friendly Advice. 2008. When Ruby's divorced father shows up unexpectedly on her 
sixteenth birthday, the week that follows is full of confusing surprises, including discovering that her best 
friend has been keeping secrets from her, her mother has not been truthful about the past, and life is often 
complicated. Available at USCHS.  
 
Walker, Alice. The color purple.  1982.  Two African American sisters, one a missionary in Africa and the other a 
child-wife living in the South, support each other through their correspondence, beginning in the 1920s. Available 
at USCHS & USC. 
 
Weatherly, Lee. Breakfast at Sadie’s. 2005. When thirteen-year-old Sadie finds her mother's note saying she has to 
"get away for awhile," Sadie is left to manage a bed and breakfast in the Welsh countryside by herself, while at the 
same time trying to cover her mother's absence. Available at USCHS. 
 
White, Ellen. The President’s Daughter.   2001. Sixteen-year-old Meghan Powers' happy life in Massachusetts 
changes drastically when her mother, one of the most prestigious senators in the country, becomes the 
front-runner in the race for United States President. Available at USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Williams, Michael. Now is the Time for Running. 2011. When soldiers attack a small village in Zimbabwe, Deo goes 
on the run with Innocent, his older, mentally disabled brother, carrying little but a leather soccer ball filled with 
money, and after facing prejudice, poverty, and tragedy, it is in soccer that Deo finds renewed hope. Available at 
USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.  
 
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Zigzag.  2003.  A high-school junior makes a trip with her aunt and two cousins, discovering places 
she did not know existed and strengths she did not know she had. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Zeises, Lara. The Sweet Life of Stella Madison.  2009.  Seventeen-year-old Stella struggles with the separation of her 
renowned chef parents, writing a food column for the local paper even though she is a junk food addict, and having a 
boyfriend but being attracted to another.  Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.    
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Akbar, Said Hyder and Burton, Susan. Come Back to Afghanistan: A California Teenager's Story. 2005. The author 
describes his experiences as he traveled to Afghanistan with his father, who was the spokesman for President Hamid 
Karzai and then became the governor of Kunar. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Albom, Mitch.  Tuesdays with Morrie: An Old Man, A Young Man, and Life’s Greatest Lesson.  1997.  Mitch Albom’s 
Tuesday night visits with his dying sociology professor, Morrie, offer valuable lessons about the art of living and dying 
with dignity. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow.  2005. Explores the various factors which led 
many of Germany's young people to pledge their loyalty and support to the dictator and join the Hitler Youth during his 
rise to power. Available at USC. 
 
Blumenthal, Karen. Let Me Play: The Story of Title IX: The Law That Changed the Future of Girls in America. 2005. 
Explores the history, struggle, and passage of Title IX, the law that allowed girls the freedom to pursue sports of their 
choosing, and the effects this law has had on society since its inception. Available at USC. 

Blumenthal, Karen. Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different. 2012. From the start, his path was never predictable. 
Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, 
created Apple in his parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack. Then came the core and hallmark of his genius--his 
exacting moderation for perfection, his counterculture life approach, and his level of taste and style that pushed all 
boundaries. A devoted husband, father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for over a decade, became the ultimate CEO, 
and made the world want every product he touched.  Available at USC. 

Bolden, Tonya. Maritcha: A Nineteenth Century American Girl. 2005. The story of Maritcha Rémond Lyons, born and 
raised in New York City, tells what it was like to be a black child born free during the days of slavery, and her fight to 
attend a whites-only high school in Providence, Rhode Island. Available at USC. 
 
Feynman, Richard.  What Do You Care What People Think? Further Adventures of a Curious Character. 2001.  Quirky, 
hilarious, and fascinating memoirs from one of the last century’s greatest physicists cover everything from his early 
childhood to his work on the atomic bomb and his investigation into the Challenger explosion. Available at USC. 
 
Fleming, Candace. Our Eleanor: A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt's Remarkable Life. 2005. Chronicles the life of 
Eleanor Roosevelt, from her birth to wealthy parents, to her marriage to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, to her role as a wife, 
mother, first lady, and diplomat. Available at USC. 
 
Gallo, Donald. First Crossing: Stories About Teen Immigrants. 2007. Fleeing from political violence in Venezuela, Amina 
and her family have settled in the United States. Sarah, adopted, is desperate to know her Korean birth parents. Adrian’s 
friends have some spooky — and hilarious — misconceptions about his Romanian origins. Whether their transition is from 
Mexico to the United States or from Palestine to New Mexico, the characters in this anthology have all ventured far and 
have faced countless challenges. Each of these stories is unique, and each one has something to say to all of us. 
Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Giblin, James Cross. Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth. 2005. Through a 
review of their family and an examination of their political ideologies, a biography presents a look at two brothers who 
stood on opposing sides during the Civil War and how one, John Wilkes Booth, became the infamous assassin of 
President Abraham Lincoln. Available at USC. 
 
Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan. Andy Warhol: Prince of Pop. 2004. Relates the artist's rise from poverty and obscurity 
to Pop icon, discussing his art, controversial films, and hip magazine. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Hart, Elva Trevino.  The Barefoot Heart: Stories of a Migrant Child. 1999. This honest and moving memoir follows a 
migrant child and her family as they travel from their home in New Mexico to the farm fields of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
in search of work. Available at USCHS. 
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Horvitz, Leslie A.  Eureka!: Scientific Breakthroughs That Changed the World.  2002.  Horvitz explores the dramatic events 
and thought processes of twelve great minds that lead to profound scientific discoveries.   The author examines the 
impact of these discoveries on the way we live, think, and view the world around us. Available at USC. 

Spiegelman, Art. Maus: a survivor's tale. 1986+. Sequels: Maus II.  Maus III.  A son struggles to come to terms with the 
horrific story of his parents and their experiences during the Holocaust and in postwar America, in an omnibus edition of 
Spiegelman's two-part, Pulitzer Prize-winning best-seller. Graphic Novel format. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner.  2003.  Years after he flees Afghanistan, Amir, now an American citizen, returns to his 
native land and attempts to atone for the betrayal of his best friend before he fled Kabul and the Taliban. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 

Jiang, Ji-li. Red scarf girl: a memoir of the Cultural Revolution.  1997. Provides the story of Ji-li Jiang a twelve-year-old 
girl growing up in China in 1966, the year that Chairman Mao launched the Cultural Revolution, and the changes it 
brought to her and her family. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Jurmain, Suzanne. The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students. 
2005. Describes the circumstances surrounding the 1833 opening of a school for African-American girls in Canterbury, 
Connecticut, and discusses the attitudes of the townspeople who persecuted the teacher and burned down the school. . 
Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Kaplan, Vivian Jeanette. Ten green bottles : the true story of one family's journey from war-torn Austria to the ghettos of 
Shanghai. 2004. Kaplan was born in Shanghai in 1946; her parents were Jewish refugees who had fled Nazi occupied 
Austria five years earlier. Within a couple years of her birth, the family migrated to Toronto. In a novelistic voice she 
recounts her parents' experiences, beginning with their early childhood and ending with their arrival in Canada. Available 
at USCHS. 

Latifa [pseud.].  My Forbidden Face:  Growing Up Under the Taliban; A Young Woman’s Story.  2002.  Sixteen-year-old 
Latifa dreamed of becoming a professional journalist until the Taliban’s repression of women changed her life. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 

Mah, Adeline. Chinese Cinderella: the True Story of an Unwanted Daughter.  1999.  Wu Mei, also called Adeline, is the 
Fifth Younger Sister of her family, and the one who bears the blame for all their bad fortune.  In her inspirational tale of 
survival in 1940’s China, she triumphs against all odds. Available at USCHS. 

Mercado, Nancy E., editor. Every man for himself: ten short stories about being a guy. 2005. Various Authors…An 
anthology of ten original short stories about such things as family problems, sexuality, and courage, written by well-
known authors of children's books. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World. 2012. When 
Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew that she was different. Years later she was diagnosed with autism. While 
Temple’s doctor recommended a hospital, her mother believed in her. Temple went to school instead. Today, Dr. Temple 
Grandin is a scientist and professor of animal science at Colorado State University. Her world-changing career 
revolutionized the livestock industry. As an advocate for autism, Temple uses her experience as an example of the unique 
contributions that autistic people can make. This compelling biography complete with Temple’s personal photos takes us 
inside her extraordinary mind and opens the door to a broader understanding of autism. Available at USC. 
 
Moore, Wes. Discovering Wes Moore. 2012. Through the telling of events from his own life, Wes Moore (author of the 
bestselling adult title The Other Wes Moore)  explores the issues that separate success and failure. He also counterpoints 
his story with another man, someone who shared the same name, was almost the same age, grew up fatherless in a 
similar Baltimore neighborhood, but is serving a life sentence for murder. Compelled to write to the other Wes, the author 
was surprised to receive a reply. And so began a friendship, as letters turned into visits and the two men got to know one 
another. This compelling story about the challenges of growing up and the responsibility for the choices we make, is sure 
to inspire.  Available at USC.  
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Myers, Walter Dean. Autobiography of My Dead Brother. 2005. Autobiography of my dead brother Jesse pours his heart 
and soul into his sketchbook to make sense of life in his troubled Harlem neighborhood and the loss of a close friend. 
Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
O'Donnell, Joe. Japan 1945: A U.S. Marine's Photographs from Ground Zero. 2005. Collects photographs taken by a 
Marine Corps photographer in postwar Japan depicting the destruction of bombing raids on Japanese cities and the 
struggle of the Japanese to live normal lives under the occupation. Available at USCHS. 
 
Partridge, Elizabeth. John Lennon: All I Want Is the Truth. 2005. Presents the life of the British musician, from his 
childhood in London to his rock-n-roll career writing and performing music with the Beatles, revealing how he struggled to 
come to terms with fame, marriage, and his artistic mind. Available at USC. 
 
Rappaport, Doreen. Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust. 2011. Under the noses 
of the military, Georges Loinger smuggles thousands of children out of occupied France into Switzerland. In Belgium, 
three resisters ambush a train, allowing scores of Jews to flee from the cattle cars. In Poland, four brothers lead more 
than 1,200 ghetto refugees into the forest to build a guerilla force and self-sufficient village. And twelve-year-old Motele 
Shlayan entertains German officers with his violin moments before setting off a bomb. Through twenty-one meticulously 
researched accounts — some chronicled in book form for the first time — Doreen Rappaport illuminates the defiance of 
tens of thousands of Jews across eleven Nazi-occupied countries during World War II. Available the EINETWORK 
CATALOG. 
 
Robinson, Sharon.  Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America. 2004. A biography of baseball legend 
Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in the major leagues, as told by his daughter. Available at USC. 
 
Senoo, Kappa.  A boy called H : a childhood in wartime Japan. 1999.  An autobiographical novel in which Kappa Senoh 
describes what it was like to grow up as anonconformist in Japan during World War II. Available at USCHS. 
 
Silverstein, Ken.  The Radioactive Boy Scout: The True Story of a Boy and His Backyard Nuclear Reactor.  2004. Traces a 
boy's fascination with science and nuclear physics, which compelled him to misrepresent himself to the government and 
build a reactor in his back yard, causing an environmental catastrophe in his quiet Detroit town. Available at USCHS. 
 
Simon, Rachel.  Riding the Bus with My Sister: A True Life Journey.  2002.  Rachel Simon’s sister, who has mental 
retardation, spends her days riding buses in the Pennsylvania city where she lives.  When Rachel begins to accompany 
her sister on the bus, she learns a lot about her sister and her disability, and about her own limitations. Available at 
USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Sobel, Dava. Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest Scientific Problem of His Time. 
1995.  The little known story behind the greatest innovation in navigational science; an 18th century version of the GPS. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 

Taylor, Yuval, editor. Growing Up in Slavery: Stories of Young Slaves as Told By Themselves. 2005. Culled from full-length 
autobiographies, the voices of ten slaves--all under the age of nineteen--describe the full range of slave experiences, from 
starvation, torture, and violence, to love, laughter, and family life. Available at USCHS. 
 
Yen Mah, Adeline. Chinese Cinderella. 2001.  From Publishers Weekly:  Mah revisits the territory she covered in her adult 
bestseller, Falling Leaves, for this painful and poignant memoir aimed at younger readers. Blamed for the loss of her 
mother, who died shortly after giving birth to her, Mah is an outcast in her own family. When her father remarries and 
moves the family to Shanghai to evade the Japanese during WWII, Mah and her siblings are relegated to second-class 
status by their stepmother. Available at USCHS.   
 
Zenatti, Valérie. When I Was a Soldier: A Memoir. 2005. The story of one girl's experience in the Israeli national army 
where strict routines, grueling marches, poor food, and lack of sleep are the norm, but service has its rewards as well. 
Available at USC. 
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Hiaasen, Carl. Flush. 2005. With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, 
Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters 
around their Florida Keys home. Available at USC. 

Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot.  2002. Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt 
to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Hoose, Phillip. The Race to Save the Lord God Bird.  2004. Tells the story of the ivory-billed woodpecker's extinction in 
the United States, describing the encounters between this species and humans, and discussing what these encounters 
have taught us about preserving endangered creatures. Available at USCHS. 

Klass, David.  California Blue. 1994. When seventeen-year-old John Rodgers discovers a new sub-species of butterfly 
which may necessitate closing the mill where his dying father works, they find themselves on opposite sides of an 
environmental conflict. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Lynch, Jim. The Highest Tide: A Novel. 2005. Miles O'Malley, a boy with a fascination for the sea, copes with the trials of 
growing up, his infatuation with the girl next door, bickering parents, and his fear that his life and his beloved Puget 
Sound are slipping away. Available at USC. 

Redfield, James.  The Celestine Prophecy : An adventure. 1993. A parable exploring the future of humankind relates the 
search in the forests of Peru for a mysterious ancient manuscript that reveals nine insights the human race is predicted to 
grasp as the world moves toward a new era of increased awareness and spirituality. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
 

Historical Fiction 

Anaya, Rudolfo A.  Bless me, Ultima. 1989.   Presents selections from the story of a young Mexican American's life in a 
small New Mexican community during World War II. Includes a short biography of the author. Available at USCHS. 

Chambers, Aidan. Postcards from No Man’s Land.  2002. Seventeen is an age of self-discovery, and Jacob has gone to 
Amsterdam to explore his life.  His quest strangely parallels discoveries about his grandfather’s life there during World 
War II. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Chevalier, Tracy. Girl With a Pearl Earring. 1999. Sixteen year-old Griet is hired as a maid in the household of Delft 
painter Johannes Vermeer, where she becomes an assistant and muse to the famous artist. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Chibbaro, Julie. Deadly. 2011. In the early nineteen-hundreds, sixteen-year-old Prudence Galewski leaves school to take a 
job assisting the head epidemiologist at New York's Department of Health and Sanitation, investigating the intriguing case 
of "Typhoid Mary," a seemingly healthy woman who is infecting others with typhoid fever.  Includes an historical note by 
the author. USCHS & USC. 
 
Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone does my shirts. 2004. A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 
1935 when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to 
life with his autistic sister. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone shines my shoes. 2009. Moose Flanagan, who lives on Alcatraz along with his family and 
the families of the other prison guards, is frightened when he discovers that noted gangster Al Capone, a prisoner there, 
wants a favor in return for the help that he secretly gave Moose.  
 
Davis, Tanita. Mare’s War.  2009.  Teens Octavia and Tali learn about strength, independence, and courage when they 
are forced to take a car trip with their grandmother, who tells about growing up Black in 1940s Alabama and serving in 
Europe during World War II as a member of the Women's Army Corps.  Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      
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Dogar, Sharon. Annexed. 2010. Retells the story of Anne Frank from the perspective of Peter, who overcomes an initial 
loathing for the precocious young diarist before falling in love with her and questioning his faith in light of frightening 
persecutions. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Elliot, L.M. A Troubled Peace.  From Amazon.com: World War II may be ending, but for nineteen-year-old pilot Henry 
Forester the conflict still rages. Shot down behind enemy lines in France, Henry endured a dangerous trek to freedom, 
relying on the heroism of civilians and Resistance fighters to stay alive. But back home in Virginia, Henry is still reliving air 
battles with Hitler's Luftwaffe and his torture by the Gestapo. Mostly, Henry can't stop worrying about the safety of those 
who helped him escape—especially one French boy, Pierre, who, because of Henry, may have lost everything.  Sequel to 
Under a War-Torn Sky.  Available at USCHS.   

Frazier, Charles.  Cold mountain: a novel.  1997. Inman, a wounded soldier, walks away from the front during the Civil 
War to return to his prewar sweetheart, Ada, who desperately works to revive a struggling farm. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
 
Glancy, Diane. Stone Heart: A Novel of Sacajawea. 2003. You are there on the epic journey of Lewis and Clark that 
opened the west to the call of manifest destiny.  Contrasts between the explorers’ actual journals and the young 
Shoshone woman’s own records reveal the inherent clash of cultures in this vast new land. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Golden, Arthur.  Memoirs of a geisha : a novel.  1997.  Nitta Sayuri, a young Japanese woman who was taken from her 
home at the age of nine and sold into slave as a geisha, discovers a rare opportunity for freedom when the outbreak of 
World War II forces an end to the only life she has ever known. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Gould, Sarah. Cross My Heart. 2012. When Laura della Scala's older sister drowns, Laura leaves the shelter of the convent 
where she has spent the last six years and enters the upper echelons of sixteenth-century Venetian society, while she 
searches for the truth about what happened to her sister. Available at USCHS. 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Uprising.   2007. In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old Harriet, Mrs. Livingston 
reluctantly recalls her experiences at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, including miserable working conditions that led to a 
strike, then the fire that took the lives of her two best friends, when Harriet, the boss's daughter, was only five years old. 
Includes historical notes.    Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Hearn, Julie. Minister's daughter.  2005. In 1645 in England, the daughters of the town minister successfully accuse a 
local healer and her granddaughter of witchcraft to conceal an out-of-wedlock pregnancy, but years later during the 1692 
Salem trials their lie has unexpected repercussions. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Hoose, Phillip. Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice.  2009.  From Booklist:  Nine months before Rosa Parks’ history-
making protest on a city bus, Claudette Colvin, a 15-year-old Montgomery, Alabama, high-school student, was arrested 
and jailed for refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger. Hoose draws from numerous personal interviews with 
Colvin in this exceptional title that is part historical account, part memoir. Hoose’s lucid explanations of background 
figures and events alternate with lengthy passages in Colvin’s own words, and the mix of voices creates a comprehensive 
view of the Montgomery bus boycott and the landmark court case, Browder v. Gayle, that grew from it. Available at 
USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.       
 
Hughes, Pat Raccio. Five 4th of July.  2011. On July 4th, 1777, fourteen-year-old Jake Mallory and his friends are 
celebrating their new nation's independence, but over the next four years Jake finds himself in increasingly adventurous 
circumstances as he battles British forces, barely survives captivity on a prison ship, and finally returns home to 
Connecticut, war-torn and weary, but hopeful for America's future. Available at USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Ingold, Jeanette. Hitch. 2005. To help his family during the Depression and avoid becoming a drunk like his father, Moss 
Trawnley joins the Civilian Conservation Corps, helps build a new camp near Monroe, Montana, and leads the other men 
in making the camp a success. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      
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Johnson, Maureen. The name of the star. 2011. Book 1 in Shades of London Series. Rory, of Boueuxlieu, Louisiana, is 
spending a year at a London boarding school when she witnesses a murder by a Jack the Ripper copycat and becomes 
involved with the very unusual investigation. Available at USC. 

Lawrence , Iain.  B for Buster.  2004. In the spring of 1943, sixteen-year-old Kak, desperate to escape his abusive 
parents, lies about his age to enlist in the Canadian Air Force and soon finds himself based in England as part of a crew 
flying bombing raids over Germany. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Lynch, Chris. Vietnam Book Two: Sharpshooter. 2012. "Some things are worth fighting for. Of all his friends, Ivan is the 
only one looking forward to war. That's because Ivan has never backed down from a fight--especially when it comes to 
fighting for what's right. He has protected his friends from bullies for years. And now, as war erupts in Vietnam, Ivan 
wants nothing more than to fight for his country, just as his father did in World War II. Enlisting in the United States 
Army, Ivan is trained to be a sniper. And he's good at it. Very good. But Vietnam is not the war he was expecting. 
Somehow the glory and heroism of his father's war stories do not come so easily in the jungle. Now, for the first time, 
Ivan is forced to question what he's really fighting for. and whether it's a fight he can hope to win.”  Available at USC. 

McMullan, Margaret. Sources of Light. 2010. Fourteen-year-old Samantha and her mother move to Jackson, Mississippi, in 
1962 after her father is killed in Vietnam, and during the year they spend there Sam encounters both love and hate as 
she learns about photography from a new friend of her mother's and witnesses the prejudice and violence of the 
segregationists of the South. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      

Meyer, Carolyn. The True Adventures of Charley Darwin.   2009. In nineteenth-century England, young Charles Darwin 
rejects the more traditional careers of physician and clergyman, choosing instead to embark on a dangerous five-year 
journey by ship to explore the natural world.  Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.    

Mitchell, Saundra. Springsweet. 2012.   Moving from Baltimore to Oklahoma Territory in the late 1800s, seventeen-year-
old Zora experiences the joys and hardships of pioneer life, discovering new love and her otherworldly power. Available 
via EINETWORK CATALOG.    

Napoli, Donna Jo. Alligator Bayou. 2009. Fourteen-year-old Calogero Scalise and his Sicilian uncles and cousin live in 
small-town Louisiana in 1898, when Jim Crow laws rule and anti-immigration sentiment is strong, so despite his attempts 
to be polite and to follow American customs, disaster dogs his family at every turn.   Available at USCHS & USC.     

O'Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried.  1990. Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in 
Vietnam in a patchwork account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Paton, Alan.  Cry, The Beloved Country.  1948. A Zulu country parson arrives in Johannesburg and finds that his sister 
has become a prostitute and his son a murderer. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Paulsen, Gary.  Woods Runner. 2010. From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a highly-
skilled woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers and Indians who 
kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community.   Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Pearsall, Shelley. Jump into the Sky. 2012. n 1945, thirteen-year-old Levi is sent to find the father he has not seen in 
three years, going from Chicago, to segregated North Carolina, and finally to Pendleton, Oregon, where he learns that his 
father's unit, the all-Black 555th paratrooper battalion, will never see combat but finally has a mission.  Available via 
EINETWORK CATALOG.      
 
Petrucha, Stefan. Ripper. 2012. Adopted by famous Pinkerton Agency Detective Hawking in 1895 New York, fourteen-
year-old Carver Young hopes to find his birth father, but when he becomes involved in the pursuit of notorious killer Jack 
the Ripper, Carver discovers that finding the truth can be worse than ignorance. Available at USC. 
 
Shaara, Michael.  The Killer Angels.  1974.  Robert E. Lee and James Longstreet tell the Southern view of the battle at 
Gettysburg while Colonel Joshua Chamberlain and General John Buford present the Northern view. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
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Sharenow, Robert. The Berlin Boxing Club. 2011. In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, considered Jewish despite 
a non-religious upbringing, learns to box from the legendary Max Schmeling while struggling with the realities of the 
Holocaust. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      
 
Smith, Sherri. Flygirl.  2008. During World War II, a light-skinned African American girl "passes" for white in order to join 
the Women Airforce Service Pilots.   Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Sparks, Nicholas.  The notebook.  1996. Noah Calhoun, recently returned from World War II in 1946, buys an old 
plantation home in rural North Carolina, where he contents himself with memories of his first love, a girl he met fourteen 
years earlier, but then she unexpectedly arrives at his door. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Sparks, Nicholas.  The wedding.  2003.  With the preparations for his daughter's wedding serving as a catalyst, Wilson 
Lewis realizes that his relationship with his wife of thirty years is threatened, and sets out to make his wife fall in love 
with him once again. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Stanley, George Edward. Night Fires.  2009. In 1922, thirteen-year-old Woodrow Harper and his recently widowed 
mother move to his father's childhood home in Lawton, Oklahoma, where he is torn between the "right people" of the Ku 
Klux Klan and those who encourage him to follow the path of his racist father.    Available at USCHS & EINETWORK 
CATALOG.       
 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher.  Under the persimmon tree.   2005.  A young Afghan girl, Najmah, befriends an American 
woman, Nusrat in Peshawar, Pakistan, after Najmah flees her native sweetheart Ada, only to find the land and the girl he 
remembers as changed by the war as he. Available at USCHS. 
 
Tan, Amy.  The Joy Luck Club.  1991. Encompassing two generations and a rich blend of Chinese and American history, 
the story of four struggling, strong women also reveals their daughter's memories and feelings. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
 
Townley, Roderick.  Sky: A novel in 3 sets and an encore.  2004. In New York City in 1959, fifteen-year-old Alec Schuyler, 
at odds with his widowed father over his love of music, finds a mentor and friend in a blind, black jazz musician. Available 
via the einetwork catalog. 
 
Tsukiyama, Gail.  The Samurai's garden.  1996.  On the eve of World War II a young Chinese man is sent to his family's 
summer home in Japan to recover from tuberculosis. His own adventure becomes entwined with the lives of three people 
he meets there. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Turnbull, Ann.  No Shame, No Fear.  2004.  In England in 1662, a time of religious persecution, fifteen-year-old Susanna, 
a poor country girl and a Quaker, and seventeen-year-old William, a wealthy Anglican, meet and fall in love against all 
odds.  Available at USC. 

Venkatraman, Padma.   Climbing the Stairs.  2010. In India, in 1941, when her father becomes brain-damaged in a non-
violent protest march, fifteen-year-old Vidya and her family are forced to move in with her father's extended family and 
become accustomed to a totally different way of life.  Multi-cultural selection. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Wein, Elizabeth. Code name Verity. 2012. In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the 
survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while 
keeping secret all that she can. Available USC. 
 
Whelan, Gloria. The Disappeared.  2008.  Silvia tries to save her brother, Eduardo, after he is captured by the military 
government in 1970s Argentina.   Available at USCHS & USC.   
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Winters, Cat. In the Shadows of Blackbirds. 2013. As deadly influenza and World War I take their toll in 1918, sixteen-
year-old Mary Shelley Black watches desperate mourners flock to séances and spirit photographers for comfort and, 
despite her scientific leanings, must consider if ghosts are real when her first love, who was killed in battle, returns. 
Available via EINETWORK catalog. 
 
Wolf, Allan.  New Found Land: Lewis and Clark's Voyage of Discovery. 2004. The letters and thoughts of Thomas 
Jefferson, members of the Corps of Discovery, their guide Sacagawea, and Captain Lewis's Newfoundland dog, all tell of 
the historic exploratory expedition to seek a water route to the Pacific Ocean.  Available at USC. 
 
Wright, Barbara. Crow. 2012. In 1898, Moses Thomas's summer vacation does not go exactly as planned as he contends 
with family problems and the ever-changing alliances among his friends at the same time as he is exposed to the 
escalating tension between the African-American and white communities of Wilmington, North Carolina. Available via 
EINETWORK catalog. 

Get Cultured 

Abdel-Fattah, Randa. Does My Head Look Big in This?  2007. Year Eleven at an exclusive prep school in the suburbs of 
Melbourne, Australia, would be tough enough, but it is further complicated for Amal when she decides to wear the hijab, 
the Muslim head scarf, full-time as a badge of her faith--without losing her identity or sense of style. Available at USCHS 
& USC. 
 
Ali-Karamali, Sumbul. Growing Up Muslim. 2012. Author Sumbul Ali-Karamali offers her personal account, discussing the 
many and varied questions she fielded from curious friends and schoolmates while growing up in Southern California--
from diet, to dress, to prayer and holidays and everything in between. She also provides an academically reliable 
introduction to Islam, addressing its inception, development and current demographics. Through this engaging work, 
readers will gain a better understanding of the everyday aspects of Muslim American life, to dispel many of the 
misconceptions that still remain and open a dialogue for tolerance and acceptance. Available at USC. 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Chains. 2008.  After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for 
the rebels during the Revolutionary War. Available via the einetwork catalog. 
 
Apelqvist, Eva. Swede Dreams. 2007. In order to get away from her annoying twin sister, and to be with her boyfriend 
who was a Swedish exchange student at her Wisconsin school, sixteen-year-old Calista spends a semester in Sweden, 
where she learns about more than just the language and culture of this Scandinavian country. Available at USCHS. 
 
Bell, Thomas. Out of This Furnace. 1976. Thomas Bell's Out of This Furnace, a classic novel of immigration and labor in 
industrial America, tells the story of three generations of a Slovak family working in the steel mills of Braddock, PA. First 
published in 1941, and reprinted in 1976 by the University of Pittsburgh Press, the book has been a national success, 
selling over 70,000 copies. It has been widely used in high school and college classrooms, introducing a new generation 
to the lives and experiences of the immigrant workers whose blood and sweat built the industrial empires of the early 
twentieth century. (http://home.earthlink.net/~steffidomike/laborhistory/furnace.html). Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Bruchac, Joseph. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two. 2005. After being taught in a 
boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the 
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
 
Buck, Pearl S. (Pearl Sydenstricker).  The good earth.  1931.  The story of a Chinese peasant and his passionate, dogged 
accumulation of land during famine, drought, and revolution. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Choldenko, Gennifer. If a Tree Falls at Lunch Period. 2007. Kirsten and Walk, seventh-graders at an elite private school, 
alternate telling how race, wealth, weight, and other issues shape their relationships as they and other misfits stand up to 
a mean but influential classmate, even as they are uncovering a long-kept secret about themselves. Available at USCHS 
and USC. 
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Chow, Cara. Bitter Melon. 2010. With the encouragement of one of her teachers, a Chinese American high school senior 
asserts herself against her demanding, old-school mother and carves out an identity for herself in late 1980s San 
Francisco. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Cisneros, Sandra.  The house on Mango Street.  1991.  A young girl living in a Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago ponders 
the advantages and disadvantages of her environment and evaluates her relationships with family and friends. Available 
at USCHS & USC. 

Davenport, Marcia. Valley of Decision. 1942. Owners of the Scott Iron Works in Pittsburgh run their business with the help 
and confidence of immigrants from 1873 to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Elkeles, Simone. How to Ruin a Summer Vacation. When sixteen-year-old Amy, a spoiled American, goes to Israel for a 
three-month summer vacation with a father she barely knows, she is not prepared for his Jewish family and the 
changes they bring about in her life.  Available via the EINETWORK catalog. 

Ferris, Aimee. Girl Overboard. 2007. Marina joins a group of international teens for a semester at sea in the Caribbean, 
learning about marine life and resolving some issues about her relationships and her future. Available at USCHS and the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Hubbard, Amanda.  Prada & Prejudice. 2009. During a school trip to England, fifteen-year-old Callie buys a pair of Prada 
shoes in an effort to impress the popular girls, a scheme that backfires and sends Callie back to 1815. Available at USCHS 
& USC. 

Gerber, Linda. The Finnish Line. 2007. When Nordic ski jumper Maureen “Mo” Clark set foot in Finland, she breathed a 
sigh of relief. Finally, escape from her famous skier father’s shadow and a chance to jump in the renowned Lahti Ski 
Games. But Mo quickly realizes that balancing practice and classes is more challenging than she expected. So when a 
gorgeous bad boy teammate offers coaching assistance—for a little publicity in return—how can she refuse? Surely she 
can work in a few extra practices somewhere between studying for calculus and sightseeing in Finland? Amid 
snowmobiling and dog-sledding, ice hotels and Northern lights, Mo begins to discover what strength and perseverance—
the Finnish sisu—is all about. Now it’s up to her to take that final jump and cross the finish line in style. Available at 
USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Gerber, Linda. Now and Zen. 2006. American teenager Nori Tanaka has never thought much about her Japanese 
heritage, but when she travels to Japan for a summer academic program to escape from her parents' impending divorce, 
she discovers a new way of looking at both herself and the world. Available at USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Guterson, David. Snow Falling on Cedars. 1994. After returning from internment and trying to get his land back, Kabuo 
Miyomoto is arrested and tried for the murder of Carl Heine. Available at USC. 

Hapka, Cathy.  Pardon my French. 2005. Seventeen-year-old Nicole's dreams and plans center around 
her boyfriend, but a semester in Paris encourages her to think about herself and her future in a new way. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 

Hidier Desai, Tanuja. Born Confused. 2002.  Seventeen-year-old Dimple, whose family is from India, discovers that she is 
not Indian enough for the Indians and not American enough for the Americans, as she sees her hypnotically beautiful, 
manipulative best friend taking possession of both her heritage and the boy she likes. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Hobbs, Will. Crossing the Wire.  2006. Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross the 
Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central Mexico. Available at USCHS. 
 
Jellen, Michelle.  Spain or shine.  2005. Overshadowed at home by her over-achieving siblings, sixteen-year-old Elena 
Holloway spends a semester in Spain, where she explores her talents in a theater class and tries to attract the attention of 
a handsome boy.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Kingsolver, Barbara. The Bean Trees. 1998.  Taylor Greer leaves Kentucky and heads west to find a new life.  When a 
baby is abandoned in her car, she learns that responsibilities and independence are not mutually exclusive in this story of 
family and community.   Available at USCHS & USC. 

Kingsolver, Barbara. The Bean Trees. 1998.  Taylor Greer leaves Kentucky and heads west to find a new life.  When a 
baby is abandoned in her car, she learns that responsibilities and independence are not mutually exclusive in this story of 
family and community.   Available at USCHS & USC. 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Pigs in heaven : a novel.  1994. When a six-year-old child named Turtle is the sole witness to a 
freak accident at the Hoover Dam, she and her adoptive mother Taylor have a moment of celebrity that will change 
their lives forever. Turtle is claimed by Annawake Fourkiller, a Cherokee activist, to have been wrongly taken from the 
Cherokee nation. Fear of losing Turtle sends Taylor fleeing across the country with her mother Alice, pursued by 
Annawake. In the course of their journey, the three find love and wisdom in surprising places. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
 
Markandaya, Kamala.  Nectar in a sieve.  1954.  Tells of a simple peasant woman in a primitive village in India whose 
whole life was a gallant and persistent battle to care for those she loved. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
McCunn, Ruthanne Lum.  The moon pearl.  2000.  Rooster, Shadow, and Mei Ju refuse to become wives or nuns as their 
culture expects of them, instead choosing to support themselves through their skills in embroidery and silk production. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 

Nelson, Suzanne Marie. Heart and Salsa. 2006. Cat Wilcox spends her semester abroad in sunny Mexico where she works 
on an orphanage center and flirts with handsome Aidan. Available at USCHS. 

Osa, Nancy. Cuba 15.  2003.  Violet Paz, a Chicago high school student, reluctantly prepares for her upcoming "quince," a 
Spanish nickname for the celebration of an Hispanic girl's fifteenth birthday. Available at USCHS. 

Ostow, Micol. Westminster Abby.  2005.  Abby discovers her real self when she goes to London to pursue her studies. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Perkins, Mitali. Monsoon Summer. 2004. Secretly in love with her best friend and business partner Steve, fifteen-year-old 
Jazz must spend the summer away from him when her family goes to India during that country's rainy season to help set 
up a clinic. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Perkins, Mitali. Secret Keeper. 2009.  When her father leaves India in 1974 to seek a job in New York, sixteen-year-old 
tomboy Ashi feels thwarted in the home of her extended family.  Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      
 
Rawles, Nancy. My Jim: a novel. 2004. Sadie, the abandoned wife of the slave Jim from Mark Twain's "The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn," details her life with Jim, his decision to run away with a white boy named Huck Finn, and the bleak 
repercussions of that decision for her. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK catalog.  
 
Smelcer. John. The Trap. 2006. In alternating chapters, seventeen-year-old Johnny Least-Weasel, who is better 
known for brains than brawn, worries about his missing grandfather, and the grandfather, Albert Least-Weasel, 
struggles to survive, caught in his own steel trap in the Alaskan winter. Available at USC. 
 
Strasser, Todd.  Can't get there from here.  2004.  Tired of being hungry, cold, and dirty from living on the streets of New 
York City with a tribe of other homeless teenagers who are dying, one by one, a girl named Maybe ponders her future 
and longs for someone to care about her. Available via EINETWORK catalog.  
 
Stratton, Allan. Borderline.  2010.  Despite the strained relationship between them, teenaged Sami Sabiri risks his life to 
uncover the truth when his father is implicated in a terrorist plot. Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Supplee, Suzanne. When Irish Guys are Smiling. 2008. Seeking to get away from debutante balls and her pregnant young 
stepmother in Nashville, seventeen-year-old Delk Sinclair goes to Connemara, Ireland for a semester of study, where she 
falls for a handsome young Irishman and finally begins to recover from the death of her mother. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 
 
Thompson, Holly. Orchards.  2011. Novel in verse format. Sent to Japan for the summer after an eighth-grade 
classmate's suicide, half-Japanese, half-Jewish Kana Goldberg tries to fit in with relatives she barely knows and reflects on 
the guilt she feels over the tragedy back home. USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Triana, Gaby. Cubanita. 2005. Seventeen-year-old Isabel, eager to leave Miami to attend the University of Michigan and 
escape her overprotective Cuban mother, learns some truths about her family's past and makes important decisions about 
the type of person she wants to be. Available at USCHS & the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Other Worlds 

Asher, Jay. The Future of Us. 2011. It's 1996, and less than half of all American high school students have ever used the 
Internet. Emma just got her first computer and Josh is her best friend. They power up and log on--and discover 
themselves on Facebook, fifteen years in the future. Everybody wonders what their Destiny will be. Josh and Emma are 
about to find out. Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Bachorz, Pam. Candor.  2009. For a fee, "model teen" Oscar Banks has been secretly-- and selectively-- sabotaging the 
subliminal messages that program the behavior of the residents of Candor, Florida.  Available at USCHS & USC.    
 
Barnes, John. Losers in space. 2012. In 2029, hoping to bypass the exams and training that might lead to a comfortable 
life, Susan, her almost-boyfriend Derlock, and seven fellow students stow away on a ship to Mars, unaware that Derlock 
is a sociopath with bigger plans. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG.      
 
Cashore, Kristin. Fire.  2009. In a kingdom called the Dells, Fire is the last human-shaped monster, with unimaginable 
beauty and the ability to control the minds of those around her. But even with these gifts she cannot escape the strife 
that overcomes her world.   Available at USCHS & USC.         
 
Condie, Allyson Braithwaite. Matched. 2010. Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her, so 
when Xander appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate--until Ky Markham's face 
appears for an instant before the screen fades to black.  Series: Matched trilogy, 1.  Available at USCHS & USC.     
 
Dashner, James.  The Maze Runner.   2009.  Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze 
and realizes he must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape.   Available at USCHS & USC.     
 
De la Cruz, Melissa. Blue Bloods.  2006. Select teenagers from some of New York City's wealthiest and most 
socially prominent families learn a startling secret about their bloodlines. Sequel Masquerade.  Available at USC.   
 
Enzensberger, Hans. The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure. 1998.  Annoyed with his math teacher who assigns 
word problems and won't let him use a calculator, twelve-year-old Robert finds help from the number devil in his dreams. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 

Farmer, Nancy. Sea of Trolls. 2004. After Jack becomes apprenticed to a Druid bard, he and his little sister Lucy are 
captured by Viking Berserkers and taken to the home of King Ivar the Boneless and his half-troll queen, leading Jack to 
undertake a vital quest to Jotunheim, home of the trolls.  Available at USC. 

Flinn, Alex.  Beastly. 2007. A modern retelling of "Beauty and the Beast" from the point of view of the Beast, a vain 
Manhattan private school student who is turned into a monster and must find true love before he can return to his human 
form. Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Flinn, Alex. Cloaked.  2011. Seventeen-year-old Johnny is approached at his family's struggling shoe repair shop in a 
Miami, Florida, hotel by Alorian Princess Victoriana, who asks him to find her brother who was turned into a frog. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Frost, Mark. Paladin Prophecy. Book One of 3. 2012. A fifteen-year-old boy who has spent his entire life trying to avoid 
attention finds himself in the middle of a millenia-old struggle between titanic forces when he is simultaneously recruited 
by an exclusive prep school and followed by sinister agents. Available via EINETWORK. 

Gaiman, Neil. Anansi boys: a novel. 2005. His past marked by his father's embarrassing taunts and untimely death, Fat 
Charlie meets the brother he never knew and is introduced to new and exciting ways to spend his time.  2006 Alex 
Awards. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Grant, Michael. BZRK, Book 1. 2012. In the near future, the conjoined Armstrong twins, under the guise of the Armstrong 
Fancy Gifts Corporation, plot to create their own version of utopia using nanobots, while a guerilla group known as BZRK 
develops a DNA-based biot that can stop bots, but at risk of the host's brain. Available via EINETWORK. 

Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina. 2012.  In a world where dragons and humans coexist in an uneasy truce and dragons can 
assume human form, Seraphina, whose mother died giving birth to her, grapples with her own identity amid magical 
secrets and royal scandals, while she struggles to accept and develop her extraordinary musical talents. Available at USC. 
 
Johnson, Kathleen Jeffrie.  A Fast and Brutal Wing.  2004. A series of journal entries, emails, stories, and newspaper 
articles reveals the strange events that led to the disappearance of a reclusive author on Halloween night and the 
involvement of a teenager and his friends--a brother and sister some say can transform into animals and back again. 
Available at USC. 
 
Johnson, Maureen. Devlish. 2005. Jane Jarvis, a senior at a Catholic girl's school in Providence, Rhode Island, tries to 
save her best friend by making a pact with a demon--in the form of a cupcake-eating, very friendly teenage girl. Available 
at USC. 
 
Kessler, Jackie Morse. Hunger.  2010. Seventeen-year-old Lisabeth has anorexia, and even turning into Famine--one of 
the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse--cannot keep her from feeling fat and worthless.   Available at USCHS & 
EINETWORK CATALOG.      

Larbalestier, Justine. Magic or madness.  2005. From the Sydney, Australia home of a grandmother she believes is a 
witch, fifteen-year-old Reason Cansino is magically transported to New York City, where she discovers that friends and 
foes can be hard to distinguish.  Available at USC. 

Madigan, L. K. Mermaid’s Mirror. 2012. Lena, almost sixteen, has always felt drawn to the waters of San Francisco Bay 
despite the fears of her father, a former surfer, but after she glimpses a beautiful woman with a tail, nothing can keep 
Lena from seeking the mermaid in the dangerous waves at Magic Crescent Cove.   Available at USCHS & EINETWORK 
CATALOG.      
 
Meyer, Stephanie. Twilight Saga Novels. When seventeen-year-old Bella leaves Phoenix to live with her father in Forks, 
Washington, she meets an exquisitely handsome boy at school for whom she feels an overwhelming attraction and who 
she comes to realize is not whollyhuman.  Available at USC. 
 
Nayeri, Daniel. Another Pan. 2010. While attending an elite prep school where their father is a professor, Wendy and John 
Darling discover a book which opens the door to other worlds, to Egyptian myths long thought impossible, and to the 
home of an age-old darkness. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.      

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborne. 2004.  Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with 
her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet 
above the Earth's surface. Available at USCHS. 
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Oppel, Kenneth. Skybreaker. 2006. Matt Cruse, a student at the Airship Academy, and Kate de Vries, a young heiress, 
team up with a gypsy and a daring captain, to find a long-lost airship, rumored to carry a treasure beyond imagination. 
Available at USC. 
 
Patrick, Cat. Revived. 2012. It started with a bus crash. Daisy Appleby was a little girl when it happened, and she barely 
remembers the accident or being brought back to life. At that moment, though, she became one of the first subjects in a 
covert government program that tests a drug called Revive. Now fifteen, Daisy has died and been Revived five times. 
Each death means a new name, a new city, a new identity. The only constant in Daisy's life is constant change. Then 
Daisy meets Matt and Audrey McKean, charismatic siblings who quickly become her first real friends. But if she's ever to 
have a normal life, Daisy must escape from an experiment that's much larger--and more sinister--than she ever imagined. 
From its striking first chapter to its emotionally charged ending, Cat Patrick's Revived is a riveting story about what 
happens when life and death collide. Available at USCHS & USC.         
 
Peet, Mal. Life: An Exploded Diagram. 2011. In 1960s Norfolk, England, seventeen-year-old Clem Ackroyd lives with his 
mother and grandmother in a tiny cottage, but his life is transformed when he falls in love with the daughter of a wealthy 
farmer in this tale that flashes back through the stories of three generations. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK 
CATALOG.      
 
Pfeffer, Susan Beth. The dead and the gone. 2008.  After a meteor hits the moon and sets off a series of horrific climate 
changes, seventeen-year-old Alex Morales must take care of his sisters alone in the chaos of New York City. Available at 
USCHS & USC.  
 
Picoult, Jodi and Samantha Van Leer. Between the Lines. 2012. Told in their separate voices, sixteen-year-old Prince 
Oliver, who wants to break free of his fairy tale existence, and fifteen-year-old Delilah, a loner obsessed with Prince Oliver 
and the book in which he exists, work together to seek his freedom. Available at USC. 
 
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 2007. Burdened with the dark, dangerous, and seemingly impossible 
task of locating and destroying Voldemort's remaining Horcruxes, Harry, feeling alone and uncertain about his future, 
struggles to find the inner strength he needs to follow the path set out before him. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. 2005…and the rest of the series!!!  Sixth-year Hogwarts student 
Harry Potter gains valuable insights into the boy Voldemort once was, even as his own world is transformed by maturing 
friendships, schoolwork assistance from an unexpected source, and devastating losses. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Scott, Michael. The alchemyst : the secrets of the immortal Nicholas Flamel. 2007. While working at pleasant but 
mundane summer jobs in San Francisco, fifteen-year-old twins Sophie and Josh suddenly find themselves caught up in 
the deadly, centuries-old struggle between rival alchemists over the possession of an ancient and powerful book holding 
the secret formula for everlasting life. Sequels: The Magician, The sorceress, The necromancer. Available at USCHS & 
USC.  
 
Shusterman, Neal. Everlost. When Nick and Allie are killed in a car crash, they end up in Everlost, or limbo for lost 
souls, where although Nick is satisfied, Allie will stop at nothing--even skinjacking--to break free. Available at 
USCHS & USC. 
 
Shusterman, Neal. Everwild. 2009.  Book 2 of the Skinjacker Trilogy, Sequel to Everlost.  Nick, known as the dreaded 
"chocolate ogre," is trying to find all the children in Everlost and release them from the limbo they are in, while Mikey and 
Allie have joined a band of skinjackers and are putting themselves in danger by visiting the world of the living.   Both 
available at USCHS & USC.     
 
Stiefvater, Maggie. Shiver.  2009. In all the years she has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house, Grace has 
been particularly drawn to an unusual yellow-eyed wolf who, in his turn, has been watching her with increasing intensity.  
Similar to the Meyer’s Twilight series.  Available at USCHS & USC.     
 
Stiefvater, Maggie. The Scorpio Races.  2011. Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against 
Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water 
horses long enough to make it to the finish line. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.     
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Suma, Nova Ren. 17 & Gone. 2013. Seventeen-year-old Lauren is having visions of girls who have gone missing. And all 
these girls have just one thing in common--they are 17 and gone without a trace. As Lauren struggles to shake these 
waking nightmares, impossible questions demand urgent answers: Why are the girls speaking to Lauren? How can she 
help them? And . . . is she next? As Lauren searches for clues, everything begins to unravel, and when a brush with death 
lands her in the hospital, a shocking truth emerges, changing everything. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Vande, Velde Vivian. Now You See It. With Wendy's new glasses, she begins to see cheerful corpses, old crones disguised 
as teeny-boppers, and portals to another world--a place where everyone knows of the glasses' powers and will do 
anything they can to get them. Available at USCHS and the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Vaughan, Brian K. Runaways: Volume 1 HC. 2004. When six young friends discover that their parents are all secretly 
super-powered villians, they run away together and find strength in one another to overcome their evil legacy. Graphic 
Novel. Available at USC. 
 
Westerfeld, Scott.  Leviathan. 2009.   In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from 
the Clanker Powers who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy alliance 
with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is learning to fly genetically-engineered beasts. 
Available at USCHS & USC.    

Westerfeld, Scott. Uglies. 2005. Just before their sixteenth birthdays, when they will will be transformed into beauties 
whose only job is to have a great time, Tally's best friend runs away and Tally must find her and turn her in, or never 
become pretty at all. Available at USC. 

Weyn, Suzanne. Bar Code Prophecy. 2012. Book 3 of Bar Code Series. After receiving her required bar code tattoo, Grace 
returns home to find her family gone and soon learns that she was adopted. Bar Code Tattoo; Bar Code Rebellion.  
Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Survival Stories 

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak.  2003. A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on 
Melinda's freshman year in high school. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Bennett, Nic. Dead Cat Bounce. 2012. When his banker father is blamed for the world's greatest financial crisis, sixteen-
year-old Jonah, a financial prodigy, races to uncover the truth and save the world. Available at USC. 
 
Collins, Suzanne.  The Hunger Games. 2008. In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control 
through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one 
another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place.  
Sequels: Catching Fire and Mockingjay.   Available at USCHS & USC.     
 
Cooney, Caroline.  Hit the Road. 2006.  Sixteen-year-old Brittany acts as chauffeur for her grandmother and three other 
eighty-plus-year-old women going to what is supposedly their college reunion, on a long drive that involves lies, theft, 
and kidnappings. Available at USCHS & USC.     

Crutcher, Chris. The Sledding Hill.  2005. Billy, recently deceased, keeps an eye on his best friend, fourteen-year-old 
Eddie, who has added to his home and school problems by becoming mute, and helps him stand up to a conservative 
minister and English teacher who is orchestrating a censorship challenge.  Available at USCHS. 

Herlong, M.H. The Great Wide Sea. 2008.  Still mourning the death of their mother, three brothers go with their father on 
an extended sailing trip off the Florida Keys and have a harrowing adventure at sea.    Available at USCHS & EINETWORK 
CATALOG.     

 
 



 25 

Survival Stories con’t 

Koja, Kathe.  Buddha boy.  2003.  Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual and artistic new student whom the school 
bullies torment and call Buddha Boy, and ends up making choices that impact Jinsen, himself, and the entire school. 
Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Rosoff, Meg.  How I Live Now. 2004. To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New York City, fifteen-year-old Daisy 
goes to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she instantly bonds, but soon war breaks out and rips 
apart the family while devastating the land. Available at USC. 

Salzman, Mark.  True Notebooks.  2003.  When Salzman agreed to teach a writing class at Central Juvenile Hall in Los 
Angeles, he had no idea how moved he would be by the lives and the eloquence of his students, all high-risk violent 
offenders.  NON-FICTION. Available at USCHS. 

Sandler, Martin W. Impossible Rescue: The True Story of an Amazing Arctic Adventure. 2012. In 1897, winter blasted 
early, bringing storms and ice packs that caught eight American whale ships and three hundred sailors off guard. Their 
ships locked in ice, with no means of escape, the whalers had limited provisions on board, and little hope of surviving 
until warmer temperatures arrived many months later. Here is the incredible story of three men sent by President 
McKinley to rescue them. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Sapphire.  Push.  1996.  Precious Jones is a survivor.  She had her father’s baby at 12 and now, at 16, she is pregnant by 
him again.  But an alternative school, a dedicated teacher, and classmates who understand help her fight back. Available 
via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Schrefer, Eliot. Endangered. 2012. Sophie is not happy to be back in the Congo for the summer, but when she rescues an 
abused baby bonobo she becomes more involved in her mother's sanctuary--and when fighting breaks out and the 
sanctuary is attacked, it is up to Sophie to rescue the apes and somehow survive in the jungle. Available via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Scott, Michael. Secrets of the immortal Nicholas Flamel. 2007. While working at pleasant but mundane summer jobs in 
San Francisco, fifteen-year-old twins, Sophie and Josh, suddenly find themselves caught up in the deadly, centuries-old 
struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas Flamel and John Dee, over the possession of an ancient and powerful book 
holding the secret formulas for alchemy and everlasting life.  Available at USCHS & USC. 

Sheinkin, Steve. 2012. Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon (Newbery Honor Book) 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive 
material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In 
Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando 
force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant 
group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the 
deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. Available at 
USC. 

Tullson, Diane. Red Sea. 2005. When modern day pirates attack their boat, killing her stepfather, seriously injuring her 
mother, and taking most of their supplies, fourteen-year-old Libby has to nurse her mother, get the crippled boat running, 
and find the right course to safety. Available at USC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 26 

Sports Stories 

Baskin, Nora Raleigh. Basketball (or something like it). 2005. Hank, Nathan, Jeremy, and Anabel deal with the realities of 
middle school basketball, including family pressure, a series of coaches with very different personalities and agendas, and 
what it means to be a team--and a friend. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Bissinger, H.G.  Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream. 2003 . In Odessa, Texas, high school football is more 
than a recreational interest, it is the whole town’s passion. Available at USCHS & USC. 

De la Pena, Matt. Ball Don't Lie. 2005. Seventeen-year-old Sticky lives for basketball and plays at school and at the 
Lincoln Rec Center in Los Angeles but he is unaware of the many dangers--including his own past--that threaten his 
dream of playing professionally.  Available at USCHS. 

Deuker, Carl.  Gym candy. 2007. Groomed by his father to be a star player, football is the only thing that has ever really 
mattered to Mick Johnson, who works hard for a spot on the varsity team his freshman year, then tries to hold onto his 
edge by using steroids, despite the consequences to his health and social life. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Deuker, Carl.  Payback Time. 2010.  Overweight, somewhat timid Mitch reluctantly agrees to be the sports reporter for 
the Lincoln High newspaper because he is determined to be a writer, but he senses a real story in Angel, a talented 
football player who refuses to stand out on the field--or to discuss his past. USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Gratz, Alan. The Brooklyn nine : a novel in nine innings. 2009. Follows the fortunes of a German immigrant family 
through nine generations, beginning in 1845, as they experience American life and play baseball. Available at USCHS & 
USC. 

Korman, Gordon. Pop.   2009. Lonely after a midsummer move to a new town, sixteen-year-old high-school quarterback 
Marcus Jordan becomes friends with a retired professional linebacker who is great at training him, but whose childish 
behavior keeps Marcus in hot water.   Available at USCHS & USC.    

Lupica, Mike.  Summer ball. 2007. Thirteen-year-old Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach 
and against new rivals at a summer basketball camp. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Lupica, Mike. The Batboy.  2010. Even though his mother feels baseball ruined her marriage to his father, she allows 
fourteen-year-old Brian to become a bat boy for the Detroit Tigers. Available at USCHS & USC.     

Lynch, Chris. The Big Game of Everything. 2008. Jock and his eccentric family spend the summer working at Grampus's 
golf complex, where they end up learning the rules of "The Big Game of Everything." Available at USCHS & USC. 

Mackel, Kathryn. Boost. 2008. Thirteen-year-old Savvy's dreams of starting for her elite basketball team are in danger 
when she is accused of taking steroids. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Myers, Walter Dean. Hoops. 1981.  A teenage basketball player from Harlem is befriended by a former professional player 
who, after being forced to quit because of a point shaving scandal, hopes to prevent other young athletes from repeating 
his mistake. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Ockler, Sarah. Bittersweet. 2012. Hudson Avery gave up a promising competitive ice skating career after her parents 
divorced when she was fourteen years old and now spends her time baking cupcakes and helping out in her mother's 
upstate New York diner, but when she gets a chance at a scholarship and starts coaching the boys' hockey team, she 
realizes that she is not through with ice skating after all. Available USCHS and the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Pena, Matt de la. Ball Don’t Lie. 2005. Seventeen-year-old Sticky lives for basketball and plays at school and at the Lincoln 
Rec Center in Los Angeles but he is unaware of the many dangers--including his own past--that threaten his dream of 
playing professionally. Available at USCHS. 
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Sports Stories Con’t  

Tocher, Timothy.  Chief Sunrise, John McGraw, and Me.   2004. In 1919, fifteen-year-old Hank escapes an abusive father 
and goes looking for a chance to become a baseball player, accompanied by a man who calls himself Chief Sunrise and 
claims to be a full-blooded Seminole. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Volponi, Paul. Black and white. 2005. Two star high school basketball players, one black and one white, experience the 
justice system differently after committing a crime together and getting caught. Available at USC. 

Volponi, Paul. The Final Four. 2012. Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA basketball tournament struggle with the 
pressures of tournament play and the expectations of society at large. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Mysteries are Everywhere 

Benway, Robin. Also Known As. 2013. As the active-duty daughter of international spies, sixteen-year-old safecracker 
Maggie Silver never attended high school so when she and her parents are sent to New York for her first solo assignment, 
Maggie is introduced to cliques, school lunches, and maybe even a boyfriend. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Berk, Josh. The Dark Days of Hamburger Halpin. 2010. When Will Halpin transfers from his all-deaf school into a 
mainstream Pennsylvania high school, he faces discrimination and bullying, but still manages to solve a mystery 
surrounding the death of a popular football player in his class. USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Brown, Dan.  Angels & demons.  2001.  World-renowned Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is summoned to a Swiss 
research facility to analyze a mysterious symbol seared into the chest of a murder victim, where he discovers evidence of 
the resurgence of an ancient brotherhood with a vendetta against the Catholic Church. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Brown, Dan.  The Da Vinci code : a novel. 2003. Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon and French cryptologist Sophie 
Neveu work to solve the murder of an elderly curator of the Louvre, a case which leads to clues hidden in the works of 
Da Vinci and a centuries-old secret society. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Brown, Dan. The Lost Symbol.  2010.  Setting? Washington DC!   Available at USCHS & USC.    
Cooney, Caroline B. Three Black Swans. 2010. When sixteen-year-old Missy Vianello decides to try to convince her 
classmates that her cousin Claire is really her long-lost identical twin, she has no idea that the results of her prank will be 
so life-changing.  Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Dowd, Siobhan. Bog Child.  2008.  In 1981, the height of Ireland's "Troubles," eighteen-year-old Fergus is distracted from 
his upcoming A-level exams by his imprisoned brother's hunger strike, the stress of being a courier for Sinn Fein, and 
dreams of a murdered girl whose body he discovered in a bog. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG.     

Galloway, Gregory. As simple as snow.  2005. In awe of high school girl Anna Cayne and her penchant for affectionate 
magic tricks and riddles, a man is baffled by her mysterious disappearance just before Valentine's Day and retraces the 
time they spent together for clues to her fate.  Alex Awards 2006. Available at USC. 

Haddon, Mark.  The curious incident of the dog in the night-time. 2004. Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with 
people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a 
neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother. Available at USCHS & USC. 
 
Healey, Karen. The Shattering. 2011. When a rash of suicides disturbs Summerton, an oddly perfect tourist town on the 
west coast of New Zealand, the younger siblings of the dead boys become suspicious and begin an investigation that 
reveals dark secrets and puts them in grave danger. USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
King, Laurie R.  The beekeeper's apprentice, or, On the segregation of the queen. 2002.  Mary Russell, an intelligent 
young woman, becomes the apprentice of Sherlock Holmes. Available at USCHS & USC. 
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Mysteries are Everywhere con’t 

Lee, Y.S. The Agency: The Body at the Tower. 2010. The second book in the Agency series finds Mary Quinn still 
undercover at the all-female detective agency that's run out of Miss Scrimshaw's Academy for Girls. Her new assignment 
is dangerous both because she is tracking a murderer and she must work as an apprentice on the building site of the 
Houses of Parliament. Disguising herself as a boy brings back memories of Mary's deprived childhood, where assuming a 
male identity was the only way to keep herself safe. Smart and suspenseful, this offers a solid heroine and a strong sense 
of life in Victorian England.--Cooper, Ilene Copyright 2010 Booklist. Available at USCHS. 
 
Mackall, Dandi. The Silence of Murder. 2012. Sixteen-year-old Hope must defend her developmentally disabled older 
brother (who has not spoken a word since he was nine) when he is accused of murdering a beloved high school baseball 
coach. USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
McMann, Lisa. Cryer’s Cross. 2011. Seventeen-year-old Kendall, who suffers from obsessive-compulsive disorder, lives 
with her parents on a potato farm in a tiny community in Montana, where two teenagers go missing within months of 
each other, with no explanation. Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
McMann, Lisa. Dead to You. 2012. Having been abducted at age seven, abandoned, a foster child, and homeless, Ethan, 
now sixteen, is happy to be home until his brother's suspicion and his own inability to remember something unspeakable 
from his early childhood begin to tear the family apart. USCHS & via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Morris, Paula. Ruined.  2009.  As Rebecca is drawn deeper into a web of old curses and cryptic customs, she also 
uncovers startling truths about her own history. Will Rebecca be able to right the wrongs of the past, or has everything 
been ruined beyond repair?   Available at USCHS & EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Stratton, Allan. Borderline.  2010.  Despite the strained relationship between them, teenaged Sami Sabiri risks his life to 
uncover the truth when his father is implicated in a terrorist plot. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Ryan, Carrie. Foretold: 14 Stories of Prophecy & Prediction. 2012. Have you ever been tempted to look into the future? 
To challenge predictions? To question fate? It's human nature to wonder about life's twists and turns. But is the future 
already written or do you have the power to alter it? From fantastical prophecies to predictions of how the future will 
transpire,Foretoldis a collection of stories about our universal fascination with life's unknowns and of what is yet to come 
as interpreted by 14 of young adult fiction's brightest stars. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Sepetys, Ruta. Out of the Easy. 2013. It's 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets, 
seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine is silently stirring a pot of her own. Known among locals as the daughter of a brothel 
prostitute, Josie wants more out of life than the Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan get out, but a mysterious death 
in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, her conscience, 
and Willie Woodley, the brusque madam on Conti Street. Josie is caught between the dream of an elite college and a 
clandestine underworld. New Orleans lures her in her quest for truth, dangling temptation at every turn, and escalating to 
the ultimate test. Available at USC. 
 
Westerfeld, Scott. So Yesterday.  2004. Hunter Braque, a New York City teenager who is paid by corporations to spot 
what is "cool," combines his analytical skills with girlfriend Jen's creative talents to find a missing person and thwart a 
conspiracy directed at the heart of consumer culture. Available at USC. 

Zusak, Markus. I Am the Messenger.  2005. After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy 
begins receiving mysterious messages that direct him to addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over 
his lifelong feeling of worthlessness.  Available at USC. 
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Non-fiction 

Aronson, Marc. Witch-hunt : mysteries of the Salem witch trials. 2003. What happened in Salem? Sifting through the 
facts, myths, half-truths, misinterpretations and theories the book presents a vivid narrative of one of the mysteries of 
American history. Available via EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Bolden, Tonya. 33 things every girl should know about women's history : from suffragettes to skirt lengths to the ERA. 
2002.  Here's the perfect book for anyone interested in learning more about girls and women in the United States from 
the 18th century to the present. Featuring contributions from a wide variety of women, including well-known nonfiction 
writers, a children's librarian, historians, and many more, this latest addition to the 33 Things series provides an 
engaging, inspiring, informative look at the role women have played in shaping American history. Available via 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Davis. Wade.  Light at the Edge of the World: A Journey Through the Realm of Vanishing Cultures.  2001.  Through 
photographs and eloquent text, the author unveils the diversity and unique quality of human culture around the world. 
Available at USC. 
 
Deem, James M. Bodies From the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii. 2005. Details the events that occurred when 
Mount Vesuvius erupted and buried Pompeii in 79 A.D., focusing on how this information was deduced from the skeletons 
found by archaeologists at the site. Available at USC. 
 
Delisle, Guy. Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea. 2005. One of the few Westerners granted access to North Korea 
documents his observations of the secretive society in this graphic travelogue that depicts the cultural alienation, 
boredom, and desires of ordinary North Koreans. Available at USC. 
 
Dendy, Leslie and Mel Boring. Guinea Pig Scientists: Bold Self-Experimenters in Science and Medicine. 2005. Stories of ten 
men and women, from the 1770s to the present, who devoted their lives, and sometimes risked them, to answer some of 
the big questions in science and medicine. Available at USC. 

Dershowitz, Alan M.  Why Terrorism Works:  Understanding the Threat, Responding to the Challenge. 2002.  Focusing on 
the idea that terrorism is caused largely by the actions of Western governments, Dershowitz suggests steps to reduce the 
frequency and severity of these attacks. Available at USC. 

Ehrenreich, Barbara.  Nickel and Dimed:On (Not) Getting By in America.  2001.  Can you really survive on minimum 
wage?  To find out, the author left her middle-class life for a year to see what life is really like for America’s working poor. 
Available at USC. 

Farrell, Jeanette. Invisible Allies:  Microbes That Shape Our Lives. 2005. Relates the historical significance of using 
"friendly" microbes to preserve foods, our long-standing ambivalence about the microbes that live on and in us, and our 
growing understanding of their importance. Available at USC. 
 
Frank, Mitch. Understanding the Holy Land: Answering Questions About the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. 2005.  Complete 
with maps and photographs, a guide provides a comprehensive review of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through a review 
of the area's history, its people, significant past and present events, and definitions of commonly used terms. Available 
via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Kessler, David. Your food is fooling you : how your brain is hijacked by sugar, fat, and salt. 2012.  
From Fries to Cookies to Sweetened Drinks, many of the processed foods we love to eat come heavily loaded with 
stimulating combinations of sugar, fat, and salt that condition our bodies to crave more of the same sugar, fat, and salt-
and can consign us to a cycle of unhealthy overeating. Adapted for younger readers from the bestselling The End of 
Overeating, Your Food is Fooling You explains how this cycle works in concise and accessible terms and offers positive, 
practical advice for making informed choices and developing healthy eating habits. Book jacket.  Available via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 
 
Kingslover, Barbara.  Animal, vegetable, miracle: a year of food life. Follows the author's family's efforts to live on 
locally- and home-grown foods, an endeavor through which they learned lighthearted truths about food 
production and the connection between health and diet. Available at USC. 
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Non-fiction con’t 

Kostigen, Thomas. You are here : exposing the vital link between what we do and what that does to our planet. 2008.  
Describes the author's observations of the effects of human behavior on the environment in order to illustrate the 
interconnectedness of people's actions with various landscapes, including the Great Lakes, the Pacific Ocean, the melting 
arctic ice shelf, and the dwindling Amazon forests. Available at USCHS & USC. 

Lambrecht, Bill.  Dinner at the New Gene Café:  How Genetic Engineering Is Changing What We Eat, How We Live, and 
the Global Politics of Food. 2001.  Lambrecht traces the scientific and political controversies surrounding the use of 
genetically modified organisms and the food we eat. Available at USC. 

Marrin, Albert. Black Gold: The Story of Oil in Our Lives. 2012. Oil is not pretty, but it is a resource that drives the modern 
world.  It has made fortunes for the lucky few and provided jobs for millions of ordinary folks. Thick and slippery, crude 
oil has an evil smell. Yet without it, life as we live it today would be impossible. Oil fuels our engines, heats our homes, 
and powers the machines that make the everyday things we take for granted, from shopping bags to computers to 
medical equipment. Nations throughout the last century have gone to war over it.  Indeed, oil influences every aspect of 
modern life. It helps shape the history, society, politics, and economy of every nation on earth. This riveting new book 
explores what oil is and the role this precious resource has played in America and the world. Available via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Murphy, Jim. Invincible Microbe: Tuberculosis and the Never-Ending Search for a Cure. 2012. This is the story of a killer 
that has been striking people down for thousands of years: tuberculosis. After centuries of ineffective treatments, the 
microorganism that causes TB was identified, and the cure was thought to be within reach—but drug-resistant varieties 
continue to plague and panic the human race. The “biography” of this deadly germ, an account of the diagnosis, 
treatment, and “cure” of the disease over time, and the social history of an illness that could strike anywhere but was 
most prevalentamong the poor are woven together in an engrossing, carefully researched narrative. Available via the 
EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Pepperberg, Irene. Alex & me : how a scientist and a parrot discovered a hidden world of animal intelligence-- and 
formed a deep bond in the process. 2008. Alex & Me is the remarkable true story of an extraordinary relationship 
between psychologist Irene M. Pepperberg and Alex, an African Grey parrot who proved scientists and accepted wisdom 
wrong by demonstrating an astonishing ability to communicate and understand complex ideas. A New York Times 
bestseller and selected as one of the paper’s critic’s Top Ten Books of the Year, Alex & Me is much more that the story of 
an incredible scientific breakthrough. It’s a poignant love story and an affectionate remembrance of Pepperberg’s 
irascible, unforgettable, and always surprising best friend. Available at USC. 

Powers, J.L. That Mad Game: Growing up in a warzone. 2012. What's it like to grow up during war? To be a victim of violence or exiled 
from your homeland, culture, family, and even your own memories?When America's talking heads talk about war, children and teenagers are often the 
forgotten part of the story. Yet who can forget images of the Vietnam "baby lift," when Amer-Asian children were flown out of Vietnam to be adopted by 
Americans? Who can forget the horror of learning that Iranian children were sent on suicide missions to clear landmines? Who wasn't captivated by 
stories of the "lost boys" of Sudan, traveling thousands of miles alone through the desert, seeking shelter and safety? From the cartel-terrorized streets 
of Juárez to the bombed-out cities of Bosnia to Afghanistan under the Taliban, from Nazi-occupied Holland to the middle-class American home of a 
Vietnam vet, this collection of personal and narrative essays explores both the universal and particular experiences of children and teenagers who came 
of age during a time of war. Available via the EINETWORK CATALOG. 

Schlosser, Eric.  Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of the All-American Meal.  2001.  The growth of the fast food industry 
has changed America’s eating habits and greatly impacted agriculture, the meatpacking industry, the minimum wage, and 
other aspects of American life. Available at USC. 

Steinberg, Jacques.  The Gatekeepers:  Inside the Admissions Process of a Premier College.  2002.  Getting in--who and 
what drives the college admissions cycle? Find out in a behind the scenes look at Wesleyan University through the eyes of 
an admissions officer seeking members for the class of 2004. Available at USC. 
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Non-fiction con’t 

Sullivan, Robert. Rats: Observations on the History and Habitat of the City’s Most Unwanted Inhabitants. The author 
dispenses rat facts and rat stories, looking into the history of rats, and describes how, with the aid of a notebook and 
night-vision gear, he sat nightly in a garbage-filled alley getting to know the wild city rat. Available via the EINETWORK 
CATALOG. 

Van Der Vat, Dan.  D-Day: The Greatest Invasion - A Peoples History. 2003. A collection of eyewitness account captures 
the human drama, heroism, and sacrifice of the assault on Nazi-occupied France, accompanied by personal artifacts, 
historical and modern photographs, and war artists' paintings. Available at USC. 

Weatherford, Jack.  Indian Givers: How the Indians of the Americas Transformed the World. 1990.  Discover how 
profoundly the native peoples of North and South America influenced what we eat, how we trade, and our system of 
government. Available at USCHS & USC. 

MISC. 

Aidinoff, Elsie V.  The Garden.  2004.  Retells the tale of the Garden of Eden from Eve's point of view, as Serpent teaches 
her everything from her own name to why she should eat the forbidden fruit, and then leaves he with Adam and the 
knowledge that her choice has made mankind free.New York: Harper Tempest, c2004, 416 p. Available at USC. 
 
Tiffany, Grace. Ariel. HarperCollins/Laura Geringer, 2005. Ariel Grace Tiffany  A retelling of William Shakespeare's "The 
Tempest" from the point of view of Ariel, the mischievous air spirit. Available at USC. 
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